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In this era, a wide margin of people from teenagers, young adults, to even some older adults, tend to use social media such as, Facebook or Twitter, as a viable source to keep up to date with the news. The problem with using social media as a news source is, majority of what they read could be fake information. A lot of articles seen on social media tend to be fake or more exaggerated to persuade people to click on it, and in doing this the websites promoting the article get more money. So the question is, since these false articles and fake news are so prevalent in social and mainstream media, does the real and truthful news even matter anymore? The answer is yes, people need real news for important information, credibility, and order. People argue that if it’s entertaining, it doesn't matter if it’s real or fake. The problem with this is, if the truth doesn’t matter, how can people differentiate between what’s real and fake if news sources accept both.

To start with, without truth in news sources, important information could just be ignored by the people. Examples such as missing people in your local area, without truth how can people know if the missing person is even real. Without real news, people that need help may not get the attention they need from others. In the article, Why Fake News is so Incredibly Effective, Filippo Menczer states, “misinformation is just as likely to go viral as reliable information... Many are asking whether this onslaught of digital misinformation affected the outcome of the 2016 U.S. election.” (Par. 2-3) Even with truth in our news today, fake news is still causing problems in major events like electing the President of the United States. If the truth never mattered, people would never know the truth on what’s going on in the world, and important information they need to know, will just bypass them as fake news.

Another issue of not having real news is credibility. In an article on BBC website, Mike Wendling writes, “before the U.S. election they identified at least 140 fake news websites which were pulling in huge numbers on Facebook.” (Par. 3) With the evolution of social media, fake news websites, bots, and accounts are all over everyone’s favorite social media website. This is leading to people getting false information without doing their research on the credibility of the source. To counter this problem, more people are starting to get their news from more reliable sources, such as mainstream news websites. This reason being, these websites have credibility for giving accurate information and are trusted by the people. But if these reliable sources started producing fake news, they would lose their credibility, and people couldn’t get accurate news anymore. Without credibility not only does it affect the people, but it also affects journalist or writers that report the real news.

To end with, without real news, there is no order in the world. Websites get money every time people visit them from clicking their link. Having that said, many fake news websites use over exaggerated titles of fake tragedies to get people to click them. In an article on the Huffington Post, Kelly Clark states, “What draws us to a website is bad news... stories of bad news outweigh stories of good news seventeen to one.” (Par.9) If real news didn’t matter and websites knew people click more on tragedies and bad news, then they’re going to make as many fake tragedies as possible to get people to visit their site. If people don’t know which tragedies are real or fake, then there’s no order in the world. An article could be made saying, “Russia was going to attack America in 10 days” without the truth, people can’t react to a situation like this. The only way to find out if the article is real or fake is to wait 10 days to see what happens. This leads to people feeling unsafe, and if people feel unsafe, then there’s no order in the world and chaos occurs.

In conclusion, the truth matters, and fake news is terrible for society. Without the truth, people can miss out on important information going on around them, or information they can use to help others. There would be no credibility in the world if fake news was more prevalent. And without real news, there is no order with the people and chaos would occur.
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