George Orwell Essay                                                                                               Dailon Donley

In the early 20th century, there was a lot of different political movements revolving around the world. From communism to democracy, some countries in this era were trying to enforce different political movements not only internally, but also externally by starting wars and taking control of other countries. George Orwell was a great novelist during this era who was against oppression, imperialism, and communism. He wrote many historic novels and essays such as 1984, Animal Farm, and “Shooting an Elephant.” He wanted to give people an understanding of oppressed people and their oppressors, and to show how the government can take control of our lives. The biggest turning point in his life was the essay “Shooting an Elephant”. This essay evolved Orwell’s writings and was a setup to many of his successful novels in the future. 

 	In George Orwell’s essay, “Shooting an Elephant,” Orwell shares a monumental moment in his life. This event was a turning point in Orwell’s life, his views on imperialism changed and it also helped him write other essays during his life. “Shooting an Elephant” starts with Orwell describing his life in a town in Moulmein, lower Burma as a sub-divisional police officer. As a police officer, he would often get disrespected by the Burman people, by being insulted, harassed, or laughed at. While being an officer, Orwell secretly hated his job and was against imperialism. Orwell was for the oppressed Burmese people and was against the British oppressors. He would see the evilness from the British on the Burmese people first hand, and this made him hate his job even more and feel guilty inside. Orwell was young and ill-educated, and the only thing stuck on his mind was the hatred for the British Empire and the Buddhist Priest who would give him a hard time. One morning, Orwell received a call from the sub-inspector from a police station on the other side of town. The inspector asked Orwell for his help in dealing with an enraging elephant in a bazaar. So, Orwell took a small rifle to try scare the elephant from the sound, and then started heading out on his pony. Along the way, Burman people were telling Orwell that the elephant was tame but went must, and the mahout was miles away from being able to help. The elephant was destroying huts and the Burmese had no weapons to stop him. Once Orwell arrived, he meets up with a Burmese sub-inspector in the quarter where the elephant had been seen. They started questioning citizens to find the whereabouts of the elephant but couldn’t get a definite answer. That is until they heard screaming from an older woman telling kids to back away from a hut. At the hut was a black Dravidian coolie, who was lying in the mud, murdered by the elephant. Once Orwell saw the dead man, he sent an order to a nearby friend to borrow his elephant rifle. He sent back the pony, worried it might get scared from the elephant scent, and then was directed by some Burman people to where the elephant was. With the elephant only being a few yards away, the Burmese people in the quarter started following Orwell in excitement, thinking he was killing the beast. Orwell’s intentions weren’t to kill the elephant, but to defend himself if necessary. After marching towards the elephant, Orwell and the crowd of people halt, when they spot the beast eating grass. As the elephant is peacefully eating grass, Orwell knows his best action is not to shoot him, because he’s no longer dangerous and his must should have passed off. Orwell was ready to leave the elephant, but then he saw the crowd of thousands of people behind him waiting with excitement for him to kill the animal. When Orwell sees the crowd, he’s frightened and thinks he must kill the elephant to please the people and avoid being laughed at. Orwell wanted to get close to the elephant to see if he was dangerous, but was scared that he would miss his shot and the elephant would kill him. So, Orwell shot the elephant multiple times to kill it. The elephant laid on the ground suffering, while Orwell shot him a couple more times to take him out his misery. The elephant is still alive after Orwell shoots him again, but Orwell can’t take anymore and must leave the scene. Later that day, the Burmese strip the elephant to the bone, and the owner of the animal was furious. Orwell was in no legal trouble, because the elephant killed the coolie, but he wondered if others knew, that he shot the elephant to avoid looking like a fool. 

 	“Shooting an elephant” was an important event in George Orwell’s life, because it gave him an understanding of oppression and the views and effects of oppressors and the oppressed. The event showed him how the Burmese people saw the British as ruthless heartless killers. And if shown any signs of weakness, the Burmese would laugh at you and consider him a joke. And as a British enforcer, Orwell can’t show any signs of weakness. Even if he didn’t want to shoot the elephant like he said, he couldn't show any sign of weakness to the Burmese, as they might find it as a sign that they can disrespect and get over him. During this time of being a British officer he sees the direct impact of oppression on the Burmese people. He sees how the British treat these people, and he hates everything about it. The longer he works as an officer, the more he feels like a puppet to the British and does things out of his own will to keep the British ruling party on top. Shooting the elephant was the point Orwell was at his weakest. No matter how he felt about shooting the elephant, he had to do it, and this makes him feel like the British have completely taken control of him. Which leads him to change his life and fight against oppression and communism.

 	After the impact of “Shooting an Elephant” had on Orwell’s life, he continued to write and fight against oppression. He wrote another essay called “A Hanging,” were he described the event of a man being executed. He shared the cruelty of capital punishment and expressed his feelings on oppression. One of his famous novels he wrote, Animal Farm, was a fictional tale showing the political relations from the Soviet Union with how the story unfolds in the novel. In Animal Farm, the animals take over the farm and make the farm into an egalitarian society. All animals were equal until the pigs take over by saying all animals are equal, but some are more equal than others. So, the pigs rule the farm and are in control over the other animals. The pigs turn an egalitarian society into a communist society and are the oppressors of the farm. Orwell is reflecting his views on oppression and represents the pigs as the Soviets. Also, another one of Orwell’s most famous novels 1984, shows the effect of a totalitarian style government on society. The novel takes place in Oceania, and it’s about a man named Winston Smith who was a member of the ruling party. With the government being a totalitarian like style, the government in Oceania enforce a policy called “Big Brother”. “Big Brother” meant the government was watching every citizen’s moves to keep society safe. Also, with watching everybody constantly they also were known as the “thought police”, otherwise known for being able to arrest people for just thinking of an illegal act. The government wanted control of everybody and everything, whether it was people’s actions or thoughts, or remaking history to control even the past. 1984 was Orwell’s views on communist styles of government, and his fears of what they can become too with enough time and growth. Orwell was also inspired to join the Spanish Civil War in 1936, in which he joins the Republican side (POUM militia) to fight against the Nationalist side. He writes a memoir about the war called Homage to Catalonia. He joins the POUM militia to fight for democracy. The militia is socially equal, so all soldiers were treated the same and could disagree with their superior’s orders. During the war, Orwell was on the front when he was shot in the neck by a fascist sniper. He was taken to the hospital and was told he wouldn’t be able to speak again but was an incorrect diagnosis. Orwell then returns to Spain to meet his wife, but he soon finds out that the nationalist has taken over Barcelona. They were searching for and arresting all members of the POUM militia. Orwell hide until he could flee to France to avoid the Spanish Government.

 	In conclusion, with all of Orwell’s accomplishments of famous novels and essays to fighting for justice, “Shooting an Elephant,” was a huge turning point in Orwell’s life. Not only did it open his mind to oppression, but the event motivated him to fight against communism and totalitarian societies by writing memoirs, fictional stories, and real-life events to inform the people the dangers this government can bring to the world. “A Hanging” and 1984 can show the cruelty, fear, and control this government can bring to society. Where Animal Farm shows how a totalitarian society can begin with a group of people trying to control everyone. But not only did Orwell write to inform others, he also fought for freedom and an equal society in the Spanish Civil War. Even with all Orwell’s warnings to prevent communism from taking over, he reiterates his points in his final warning by saying “Don’t let it happen, it depends on you.”
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